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Abstract—This paper examines the adoption of Continuous Accounting (CA) in revenue recognition and 

the effect of the adoption on efficiency, accuracy, and financial reporting, with reference to ASC 606. The 

conventional accounting systems are based on periodic processing by which most of the operations are finished 

at the end of the reporting period which increases delays, workloads and the occurrence of errors. Continuous 

Accounting allows the real time, event-driven handling of financial transactions, so that revenue is recognized 

as performance obligations are met. This study has found that there are significant quantitative improvements. 

Time spent on financial close is cut from 10-15 days to 1-3 days and manual journal entries are cut from 40% 

to 10%. Reconcilement cost is cut down to from 80 hours to 20 hours and the error rates is decreased from 

15% to 5%. Patterns in revenue recognition also change to spike at the end period to continuous and steady 

updates as time progresses to enhance transparency and decision-making. The research notes that CA 

improves the accuracy of data, internal control, and real-time reporting and adherence to accounting standards. 

Data quality problems, systems integration, high cost of implementation, and organizational resistance are 

some of the challenges that would be problematic. Continuous Accounting offers an innovative and scalable 

solution to the enhancement of financial operations and, therefore, it is very applicable to organizations that 

want to digitize their accounting processes. 

Keywords-Continuous Accounting; ASC 606; Revenue Recognition; Real-Time Accounting; Automation. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The current world has experienced a dynamic business environment that demands real-time financial information to 

assist in superior decision-making by organizations. The conventional accounting systems are periodic-based systems in 

which the financial data is handled at the expiry of a reporting period. This causes time wastage, mistakes and excessive 

workload when closing. Continuous Accounting (CA) is a new trend whereby financial transactions are recorded and 

processed immediately society eliminates period- ending activities. 

The primary goals of this research are to overcome the shortcomings of the old system of accounting, particularly in 

complicated aspects of revenue recognition in the ASC 606. The firms that handle bundled products and services have 

challenge in allocating revenues in a timely and precise manner. CA provides an option in the form of automatic processing 

of events and ongoing reconciliation. 

The objectives of the present research are as follows: (1) to assess the efficiency of Continuous Accounting in revenue 

recognition, (2) compare it to the traditional accounting systems in terms of efficiency and accuracy, and (3) determine the 

most crucial issues involved in the implementation process. The paper also seeks to give a real-life example to demonstrate 

how CA can be utilized in a business context. 

The study is congruent with such Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic 

Growth) through enhancing productivity and financial transparency, and SDG 9 (Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure) 

through facilitating the use of advanced digital accounting technologies. It also contributes to SDG 16 (Peace, Justice, and 

Strong Institutions) because accountability and financial errors are minimized. 

The innovation of the present study is the application of a practical example of revenue recognition with quantifiable and 

improved performance. This paper is practical to both researchers and practitioners unlike the traditional theoretical 

discussions, which is because it offers quantitative results and insights based on the system level. The research paper helps 

to realize how Continuous Accounting would change the contemporary financial operations. 

II. RELATED WORKS 

A. Continuous Auditing as the Foundation 

Continuous Accounting is strongly based on the idea of continuous auditing. The old methods of auditing cannot be 

used in the modern digital world since it gives the results once error or fraud has occurred. This is because real-time 
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assurance is required to identify and mitigate such issues in time [1]. Under continuous auditing, the transactions are 

automatically and continuously checked with the help of advanced technologies, rather than waiting to be periodically 

reviewed. 

According to researchers, the concept of continuous auditing was created as a result of the necessity of automated audit 

testing in technologically-driven contexts [2]. Auditing also should be accelerated and automated as companies rely more 

on digital systems. Constant auditing helps in maintaining the accuracy and reliability of financial information, particularly 

when the traditional audit trails are weak or absent [3]. 

Other works also suggest more sophisticated models, like Continuous Auditing Web Services (CAWS), where the 

auditing functions are performed as web-based services. Such services enable the user such as investor and analyst to 

request assurance report on real time basis [4]. This indicates that auditing is shifting towards a push model (periodical 

reporting) to a pull model (on-demand validation). 

It is the opinion of many researchers that ongoing auditing can radically change auditing practices. It enables the auditors 

to examine all the transactions simultaneously rather than just examining samples [5]. Adoption remains low due to its 

expensive nature, intricate systems and formalisation of human judgement into automated rules [5]. Even in the midst of 

these hurdles, continuous auditing is taking on increased significance particularly post corporate scandals such as Enron 

and WorldCom that decreased confidence in financial reporting [6]. 

B. Real-Time Reporting and the Need for Change 

Conventional accounting systems generate monthly or annual reports, whereas in contemporary businesses real-time 

information is required. Real time accounting is known to enable organizations to react swiftly to changes in the market 

and make superior decisions [7]. With increasing competition, outdated financial data is no longer useful. 

On-going auditing and real-time reporting will assist in providing timely and valid financial reports. Research indicates 

that businesses are slowly moving into these technologies but majority are still on the initial stages and not completely 

mature in using continuous auditing [8]. This means that the idea is good but application is in the process of development. 

Researchers also point out that the old model of audit becomes obsolete in the real time economy. Continuous auditing 

improves both efficiency and effectiveness by using automation and technology [9]. It presents innovation to the auditing 

practice and assists the real-time assurance. 

Case studies demonstrate that the continuous auditing systems could be effectively deployed in the ERP environment 

through systematic approaches [10]. The systems contribute to the enhancement of internal controls and mitigation of 

fraud. The majority of studies in this area remain abstract and more pragmatic ones are required. Modern enterprises need 

real-time reporting but it demands changes on both the technology and organizational practices. 

C. Role of ERP Systems and Technology 

Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) systems play a very important role in enabling continuous accounting and auditing. 

Business transactions can be recorded and monitored in real time on modern ERP systems. They are also effective at 

tracking processes in detail, which can be applicable in auditing and fraud detection [11]. 

Research indicates that when used together with continuous auditing methods, ERP systems improve efficiency, reduce 

the risk of fraud, and improve audit quality [12]. They also facilitate quicker reporting on audit, but the benefits cannot be 

experienced immediately after implementation [13]. 

Such tools as SAPSECURE and CAMAP are examples of continuous auditing systems that prove that technology may 

facilitate real-time monitoring and control [14]. These systems are based on data analytics and automated solutions that 

constantly monitor transactions and controls. 

ERP systems also create challenges. They add complexity to systems, and this may complicate auditing. Auditors are 

forced to acquire new skills and equipment to deal with vast amounts of real-time information. 

Technologies such as XML, web services, and cloud computing help with integration and automation accounting 

systems. These technologies help to enhance the communication between the systems and increase financial reporting 

speed. The pillar of continuous accounting is based on ERP and other technologies, yet they need to be properly 

implemented and executed by professionals. 
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D. XBRL, Digital Reporting, and Future Directions 

XBRL (Extensible Business Reporting Language) is another significant tool in the digital financial reporting. It enables 

financial information to be exchanged in a normalised and machine understandable format [15]. This enhances 

transparency, comparability and analysis of the financial information. 

Standardization and comparability across countries may be challenged by the fact that various taxonomies have been 

used [16]. To eliminate this, international standards such as the IFRS taxonomy are being formulated. 

Digital reporting is also closely related to continuous auditing. With financial information being accessible in real time, 

auditors are forced to embrace electronic and perennial auditing. Such a change is needed due to the fact that the majority 

of financial data is stored digitally. 

Digitally unified reporting is a new concept that implies the shift to real-time and continuous transparency. Companies 

can report on their performance in real-time rather than on their past performance [17]. This is a significant change in the 

traditional practices of reporting. 

Studies also indicate that continuous auditing has increased tremendously in the last twenty years and has ceased to be 

a mere theory but now a practical approach [18][19]. Some type of continuous auditing is already being used by many 

firms and more are intending to use it in the future [19]. Ongoing auditing systems have the ability to mitigate information 

asymmetry by giving real-time and sound confidence of financial information that is circulated via web-based platforms 

[20]. 

Though there is some improvement, there are still some challenges such as the absence of standardization, high cost, 

and organizational resistance. The general direction is evidently moving towards real-time, automated and continuous 

financial reporting systems. 

III. CONTINUOUS ACCOUNTING 

Continuous Accounting (CA) refers to the new form of accounting in which financial processes occur in real time or 

close to real time. In this system, the transactions are being logged immediately they are made, rather than at the end of the 

month or quarter. It is also an indication that such activities as reconciliation, adjustments, and reporting are performed 

continuously throughout the period. Due to this fact, financial reports could be created when the current data in the system 

is used at any time. 

Among the aspects that can be singled out is the fact that Continuous Accounting does not simply concern itself with 

the speeding up of the closing process. In the past, the companies attempted to shorten the days required to close the books, 

which is referred to as fast close. CA however is different as it distributes the work throughout the entire period. The system 

is updated constantly, rather than carrying out all the tasks at the end. This implies that the period culminates in minimal 

work. The closing process is made easy and less concerned about preparing the data, but is rather involved with checking 

and confirming the data. 

The other important concept is that Continuous Accounting does not eliminate the human judgment. Accounting is a 

discipline with a number of decisions that could not be completely automated. Indicatively, human thinking is still required 

in estimating the value of assets, computing impairments, or determination of the rules of revenue recognition. CA merely 

automates the routine and repetitive processing and still complex decisions are done by the accountants. This is the 

advantage since these decisions can now be made in a timely fashion rather than being made at the end of the period in a 

hurry. 

One should also learn that Continuous Accounting does not eliminate accounting periods. Due to legal and regulatory 

obligations, companies are still obliged to report financial results either quarterly or annually. The work is carried out 

continuously instead of doing everything at once. This guarantees that by the time the reporting date comes by, the financial 

data will be updated and reliable. Only checking and readjustment is needed. 

Continuous Accounting alters the structure of the accounting work. It is changing a delayed and batch type system into 

a real time and continuous kind of system. This enhances precision, minimizes strain during closing hours as well as quicker 

decision making. 
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IV. ARCHITECTURE FOR CONTINUOUS ACCOUNTING 

To make Continuous Accounting work in real world, a well-organized system is needed. This architecture can be 

regarded as a five-layer system. The layers serve a particular purpose, and a combination of the layers makes up the entire 

real-time accounting system. 

A. Layer 1: Event Capture and Integration 

The initial layer is concerned with the capture of business events. These activities involve sales transactions, purchase, 

payment, payroll among several other financial transactions. These events are delivered by various systems in the modern 

companies, including point-of-sale systems, HR software, procurement tools, and banking systems. 

Under Continuous Accounting, the events have to be recorded at the moment they are known and forwarded to the 

accounting system. This is achieved through event-driven architecture where each business activity sends out a message 

which is communicated between systems. The message brokers or integration platforms are tools that are used to deliver 

these messages in a fast and reliable manner. 

This layer is highly crucial in that no financial event will be left out. It also minimizes time wastage in data entry. In 

more traditional systems, some information is made later on or in batches which creates delays. The data flows continuously 

in CA, thus, the system is more accurate and up to date. 

B. Layer 2: Intelligent Transaction Processing 

The first layer is interested in business events capture. Such activities comprise sales transactions, purchase, payment, 

payroll among a number of other financial transactions. These services are provided through the several systems in the 

contemporary companies including point of sale systems, HR software, procurement systems, and bank systems. 

Under Continuous Accounting, such events have to be recorded at the moment they are known and forwarded to the 

accounting system. This is done by event-driven architecture whereby every business activity sends out a message that is 

communicated across systems. Tools are used for delivering these messages are the message brokers or integration 

platforms, which is fast and reliable delivery of these messages. 

This layer is very essential as no financial event will be omitted. It also reduces wastage of time during entry of data. 

In less modern systems, certain information is prepared subsequently or in batches and this induces delays. The information 

is running in CA, therefore, there is greater precision and update of the system. 

C. Layer 3: Continuous Close Operations 

This is the fundamental layer of Continuous Accounting. It consists of all those activities that are usually performed in 

the closing period and rather than performing them at the end; they are done throughout the closing period. 

Reconciliation is one of the major activities. In the conventional systems, the monthly reconciliation is performed. The 

practice is performed daily or even several times per day in CA. The matching systems are automated to compare 

transactions and detect their differences. Whenever there is any mismatch, it is flagged and corrected on real time. 

The other activity is the accrual processing. The system is continuously revising its calculations of the expenses or 

revenues that are not calculated at the end of the period but as new data is received. This increases accuracy of financial 

data. 

Real time intercompany operations are also made. Each time one unit of a company registers a transaction the system 

verifies the same in another unit. In case of any discrepancies, it is detected promptly. This minimizes time wastages and 

mistakes at closing. 

Task management is also enhanced. Tasks are automatically assigned and followed with workflow tools. This replaces 

manual processes such as emails and spreadsheets that are still being widely used in most organizations. Consequently, the 

process is organized and becomes more efficient. 

This layer allows the work load of closing period to be eliminated as it is distributed throughout the accounting cycle. 
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D. Layer 4: Continuous Controls and Assurance 

The fourth layer is on monitoring and control. In Continuous Accounting, controls are in-built into the system and are 

monitored on a continuous basis. The layers are presented in Figure 1. 

As an example, approval limits or separation of duties is a rule that is automatically imposed on each transaction. In 

case of any breach of regulations, an alert is sent by the system. This minimizes the possibilities of fraud and mistakes. 

 

Fig. 1. The Layers of the proposed Architecture 

Anomaly detection is another feature that is important. The system employs statistical procedures and rules to detect 

suspicious transaction. As an instance, it can identify payments that are duplicated, abnormal, or those transacted during 

the non-business hours. These warnings aid in the timely occurrence of problems. 

The layer also provides regulatory compliance such as compliance with internal control requirements. The system will 

allow continuous evidences that controls are properly functioning as opposed to an annual check of controls. This decreases 

the stress of the yearly audits. It will enhance transparency, internal control, and trust in financial data. 

E. Layer 5: Reporting and Disclosure 

The last layer is the reporting layer. Financial reports are not prepared at the period in Continuous Accounting. They 

can be produced at any time with the existing information available in the system. 

This can be achieved in that the system has a single data model. All financial information is centralised and reports are 

generated out of such information. This avoids the alternative process of data processing. 

The other significant characteristic is the utilization of formal reporting standards. Financial information can be marked 

in a standardized format; hence, it is not difficult to disclose it to regulators and other interested parties. This increases 

precision and less paper work. 

In this layer, real-time dashboards are also applied. These dashboards enable managers to have access to current 

financial data. This is beneficial in making better decisions because managers would not have to wait until the end of the 

month to receive monthly reports. This layer guarantees the availability of financial information, which is correct and 

comprehensible at any time. 

V. REVENUE RECOGNITION UNDER CONTINUOUS ACCOUNTING 

A. Traditional vs Continuous Revenue Recognition 

The conventional accounting system recognizes revenue at the end of the quarter mostly. Accountants receive all the 

information concerning the contract, make all the calculations manually, and compose the reports with the help of 

spreadsheets or ERP systems. It is time-consuming and does not avoid delays and mistakes. Major decisions cannot also 

be made as quickly since the financial information is not updated on a real time basis. 

Continuous Accounting changes this process completely. The revenue is accrued in stages as business events occur. 

Once a contract has been signed, all the necessary data will be captured instantly. Revenue is automatically recognized 

when services are provided or milestones have reached. This eliminates the end of period large calculations. 

The overall outcome is that financial information is constantly updated. Companies do not have to wait for the quarter-

end to know their revenue position. This enhances decision making and less workload at the closing stage. 
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TABLE I.  COMPARISON OF TRADITIONAL VS CONTINUOUS REVENUE RECOGNITION  

Aspect Traditional Model Continuous Accounting Model 

Timing of recognition End of period Real-time / event-based 

Data processing Batch Continuous 

Use of spreadsheets High Low 

Error detection Late Immediate 

Close workload High Low 

 

B. Step-by-Step Revenue Processing under CA 

Revenue recognition is a structured and automated process under Continuous Accounting. To start with, once a contract 

has been signed, the system logs the event as a contract. This contains the information about the prices, performance 

requirements, and deadlines. It is then automatically measured by the system how much revenue is to be allotted per section 

of the contract. 

The system will update the revenue as the company fulfils various tasks (delivery of software or completion of 

implementation). Every completion event will result in automatic posting in the general ledger. This makes sure that 

revenue is registered when it is supposed to be. 

Reconciliation is also done continuously. The system makes comparisons of revenue, invoices and payment. In case of 

any mismatch, the same is detected at once. This minimizes chances of mistakes to increase accuracy. 

The other significant outcome is enhanced control. The system verifies suspicious activities, including recording of 

revenue which was not delivered or extreme activity at the end of the period. The checks are used to keep compliance and 

minimize the risk of fraud. 

TABLE II.  EXAMPLE OF REVENUE ALLOCATION UNDER ASC 606 IN CA 

Performance Obligation Allocated Value ($) Completion % Revenue Recognized ($) 

Software License 60,000 100% 60,000 

Implementation 30,000 50% 15,000 

Support Services 10,000 25% 2,500 

Total 100,000 — 77,500 

 

The table depicts the recognition of revenue at continuous completion levels. Revenue is not updated at the end; rather, 

it is updated as work is done. 

C. Impact on Close Process and Efficiency 

Among the greatest outcomes of Continuous Accounting is the decrease of closing time. Because most of the work to 

do with revenue is already done within the period, there is very little work to do at the end. The closing process is made 

easy and quick. 

In the traditional model, it can take days (or even weeks) to close the books of a company. This time in CA can be cut 

drastically. All that the accountants have to do is to go through special cases and verify the results. 

The other advantage is enhanced efficiency. The employees are not occupied with manual processes that include data 

entry and reconciliation. They are able to concentrate on the analysis and decision making. This enhances the productivity 

of the finance team in general. 
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TABLE III.  EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENTS WITH CONTINUOUS ACCOUNTING 

Metric Traditional System Continuous Accounting 

Average close time (days) 10–15 1–3 

Manual journal entries (%) 40% 10% 

Reconciliation time (hours) 80 20 

Error correction rate (%) 15% 5% 

 

Such numbers indicate that Continuous Accounting can be very effective in enhancing efficiency and minimizing 

errors. 

D. Real-Time Reporting and Control Benefits 

Continuous Accounting also improves reporting and control. Financial data is always available and updated. Managers 

can see dashboards any time to know the financial position of the company. This assists in decision making that is quick 

and efficient. 

The other value outcome is improved compliance. The continuous application of controls helps the companies to make 

sure that every transaction is made in accordance with rules and standards. This minimizes chances of audit problems. 

Real-time disclosures are also supported in the system. Reports that are mandatory such as those imposed by the ASC 

606 can be produced immediately. This contains information as regards to balances in the contracts and outstanding 

performance obligations. 

 

Fig. 2. Revenue Recognition Over Time (Traditional vs CA) 

Continuous Accounting recognizes the revenue gradually as demonstrated by the chart above as opposed to a sudden 

burst of revenue at the end as it is in the traditional model. 

 

Fig. 3. Close Time Reduction Over Periods 
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This chart illustrates how the hours of closing time decline with time following the adoption of Continuous Accounting. 

The findings evidently indicate that Continuous Accounting enhances accuracy, decreases the workload and offers real 

time financial information. It turns revenue recognition into a protracted process to an ongoing and effective process. 

VI. BARRIERS AND CHALLENGES 

Continuous Accounting is not a simple thing to embrace due to the cultural practices in accounting. The concept of 

period-end close is strongly associated with the way teams operate and the way professionals perceive their job. Continuous 

Accounting relies on good and timely data of all systems. The vast majority of the companies have numerous diverse 

systems, such as old software, various ERP systems, and spreadsheets. 

Even under Continuous Accounting, periodic legal reporting requirements must still be adhered to by the companies. 

As an illustration, quarterly and annual financial reports have to be prepared. Regulatory authorities demand organized 

reports, disclosures and calculations such as earnings per share. 

Continuous Accounting gives opportunities as well as challenges to auditing. On the positive scale, the real time systems 

offer superior audit trail and auditory monitoring, and easier detection of errors and fraud. The cost of implementing 

Continuous Accounting is high. Businesses require new ERP systems, integrations, automation packages, and talented 

workers. This investment can be feasible to large organizations, but cannot be viable to small companies. 

VII. IMPLICATIONS FOR THE ACCOUNTING PROFESSION 

Continuous Accounting will make the accountants role a better one. Some of the job functions such as data entries, 

reconciliations, and simple postings will be automated. This enables accountants to be more analytical, decision-making 

and strategic. The change demands the emergence of new skills, including data analytics, systems understanding, and 

critical thinking. This transition might be challenging to many accountants initially. The education systems should also 

restructure their pedagogic approaches to suit the needs of the industry. In general, the change can be difficult but will 

assist the profession to be closer to more valuable and meaningful work. 

VIII. FUTURE RESEARCH DIRECTIONS 

Continuous Accounting can be enhanced and developed in the future research. One of such areas is quantifying the real 

cost and benefits of the close process and CA adoption. The other area is the intercompany transactions that are made with 

distributed ledger technology. Machine learning can also be investigated in work that also involves judgment, including 

valuation and risk. Researchers are also supposed to examine how regulators and auditors can make adjustment to constant 

systems. The behavioral research can focus on the reaction of the accounting teams to these changes. The areas of research 

will assist in making Continuous Accounting more realistic and accepted. 

IX. CONCLUSION 

Continuous Accounting is not a single system and is a change that influences the long term over time on the way 

accounting is done. It shifts away to a real time event-based system as opposed to a delayed period-based system. The 

technology is already in place; the biggest challenge is the shift of processes and attitudes. Old-fashioned closing process 

will not be eliminated, yet it will be largely simplified. To accountants, this change has come with its challenges and 

opportunities. They will be forced to acquire new skills but will also can concentrate on the more significant work. The 

accounting systems in future will never be less than 99 percent complete and the reporting will become easier and more 

stable. 
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